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Dear Friends and Colleagues, 
 
To what purpose do men of ill-will commit the evil acts 
we  have witnessed in Paris  - and, in the last few 
weeks alone , in Beirut, Lebanon; Baghdad, Iraq; 
Ngouboua, Chad; Fotokol, Cameroon; Milan, Italy, and 
in Israel/Palestine, leaving 300 dead and 500 more 
injured?  
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_terrorist_incident
s,_2015  
 
 I don't know. I cannot comprehend. Least of all, why 
such attacks should be prefaced with an appeal to 
God, and executed in the obscene and mistaken belief 
that they were acting in the name of The God of 
Abraham - or any god.  
 
 I can only imagine that the purposes of these attacks 
were:  
* To make us afraid... Well, of course, fear is a natural 
response, but to live by fear is no life at all. It has been 
said that the divine instruction "Do not be afraid" 
appears more than 365 times in the Bible (it all 
depends on what you include). Nevertheless, the 
Bible's most common instruction is "Do not be afraid", 
"do not fear", "don't be anxious", "do not worry". Why is 
that? Because fear is the opposite of freedom and 
"there is no room for fear in love" (1 John 4.18) and 
"God's perfect love casts out all fear."  
 
 * To make us stay at home. Terrorist attacks aimed 
specifically at holidaymakers, for example, this year in 
Sousse, Tunisia, and Sharm-El-Sheikh, Egypt are 
designed to destabilise resorts that depend on foreign 
(Western) tourism, in the vain hope that their 
consequent poverty and separation from western 
visitors will open the door to the terrorists’ twisted 
philosophy. When we cross off another country and 
designate it as just too unsafe for us to visit, we 
respond just as our enemies want us to. 
 
  * To make us close our doors and seek security. 
Again, a natural and understandable response, but 
how wonderful that instead, in the last 24 hours, 
Parisians have been opening their doors to stranded 
and vulnerable strangers to offer those who temporarily 
lack that security the security of their own homes. As a 
consequence, the hashtag #portesouvertes started 
trending within a few hours of the attacks. 
 
  *To divide us along old fault lines of faith, culture, 
race and language. Never has it been more important 

to challenge stereotypes, to reach out beyond our own 
community, to realise that above all, whatever our 
race, nationality, culture, language or religion, we are 
all children of God, and rather than each of us making 
gods in our own image and with our own prejudices 
and preferences, we are, each one of us, made in the 
image of the same God.  There are undoubtedly other 
reasons, that I can't possibly understand. The 
traditional definition of a just war has always required 
not only the justice of the cause, but a just means of 
waging war. I don't understand their cause, but I 
understand fully that their means is nothing more than 
evil.  
 
Bishop Desmond Tutu's prayer (or rather affirmation of 
a universal truth): Goodness is stronger than evil; Love 
is stronger than hate; Light is stronger than darkness; 
Life is stronger than death; Victory is ours through Him 
who loves us... ...is true whether or not we feel it is true 
at the present moment, but we lose our grip on the 
victory that is already ours if we succumb to evil; to 
hate; or to allow the fear of darkness and death to 
prevent us from doing what God requires of us.  
 
 Paris is often referred to as "The City of Light" (La Ville 
Lumière) because of its leading role during the Age of 
Enlightenment. Paris was also one of the first 
European cities to adopt gas street lighting. illuminating 
her boulevards and streets with over 56,000 gas lamps 
in the 1860s.   
 
In a situation of such darkness, ignorance, hatred and 
death, is it easier to give up and to succumb to the 
Father of Lies; the adversary, who wants us to be ruled 
by fear and hatred - to bolt the doors, increase our 
firepower and lash out at those who are different from 
us?  
 
 Martin Luther King, Jr., whose pulpit (and tomb) 
members of the IACAC visited at the beginning of our 
Atlanta conference in 2013 had to remind his followers 
who underwent violent attack time and time again, that 
"Darkness cannot drive out darkness; only light can do 
that. Hate cannot drive out hate; only love can do that."   
 
I strongly believe that civil aviation, bringing together, 
as it does, people from different countries and cultures,  
is a great force for good. I am reminded of this every 
year as we mark the season of Remembrance, and 
recall the former purpose of our own airport - as a base 
from which to wage war. The prophecy of Isaiah is 
being fulfilled in our own time: swords turned into 
ploughshares; spears into pruning hooks.   
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As I write, there are reports of security alerts in many 
other cities; and several airports. The aviation industry, 
holidaymakers (and visitors who want to expand their 
horizons through international travel) will inevitably be 
targets for those of ill will.  
 Why?  
 Because those who refuse to stay behind locked 
doors, who refuse to live in fear, who refuse to be 
afraid of those who are different from them, but who 
would prefer to celebrate and enjoy new and unfamiliar 
cultures; they; we represent the most profound 
challenge to the sole method of influence and control 
that such men of violence have at their disposal; that 
is, fear.   
Goodness is stronger than evil; 
 Love is stronger than hate; 
 Light is stronger than darkness;  
Life is stronger than death;  
Victory is ours through Him who loves us. 
 
 Rev George Lane 
President 
IACAC 
Manchester Airport 
 
 
FROM OUR VICE PRESIDENT 
 
We live in a global village 
Never has this phrase been so true for me than during 
the past weeks. It is an any airport reality, where 
people come to  and go from all over the entire planet.  
Each of us could probably tell a story of friends 
meeting unexpectedly in an airport's concourse. 
Nevertheless, as we faced for the second time this 
year the horror of terrorist attacks here in Paris, all the 
messages of comfort received from all over the world 
and specially from you airport chaplains made me feel 
as if we were neighbors living side by side in the same 
village. 
Similarly, I am astonished to realize how many people 
know someone who was killed or injured in these 
attacks or witnessed them. It seems that everybody 
knows someone who knows someone who was 
involved and despite the horror and the strong feeling 
of vulnerability that emerges from it a very positive 
feeling has also made its way out of the darkness: a 
feeling of belonging. Yes we all belong to the same 
humanity and nothing can destroy that! 
In the streets, homes and even on Social Media this 
feeling of belonging to the same community was very 
spontaneous and genuine. 
 
 During the attacks, people in Paris opened their 
homes so that others could get a refuge, hashtags 
such as #PrayForParis, #NousSommesUnis (we are 
united) became viral in a matter of minutes on Twitter 
joined during the week-end by #JeSuisEnTerrasse (I 
am on the bar's terrace) manifested the solidarity from 

all over the world and the need we have to meet and 
spend time together.  
 
Following the same dynamic, we decided as a 
chaplaincy team to welcome employees and 
passengers at our chapels with a cup of coffee and to 
do it as Christians, Jews and Muslims together. This 
was our way to promote dialogue between believers, 
friendliness and conviviality as well as our way to make 
ourselves available to those who needed a time to talk 
about how they were going through this tragedy. We 
spent a wonderful day together and it also became an 
opportunity for us as a team to get to know one 
another better and strengthen our bonds. 
 
All of this made me think that if we live in a global 
village, airports could be the city center and our 
chapels the heart of the village square, not only as the 
old churches used to be in Europe but also as the 
village's bar or restaurant where families and strangers 
can meet and share. 
In a word, I would like to thank all of you for your love 
and support and for making us feel that we all belong 
to the same village! 
 

Rev. Pierre de Mareuil (CDG) 
 

News From Our Chaplaincies 
Messages of love and support for our Paris colleagues 
came from chaplaincies in all parts of the world. 
Prayers were offered at Chapel services by people of 
all faiths with one hope for a world where all can live 
together in peace.   
 
The Rev Nick Skelding from Heathrow begs us not to 
forget the many other victims of terrorist attacks who 
live in Africa and the Middle East. He went on to list 
some of the recent incidents when many lives were 
lost. “Just one day before the Paris attack a suicide 
bomber in Lebanon killed 43 and injured 240 people.  
However, this was hardly covered at all in the papers 
and television news in the west.  The 224 people killed 
on the Metrojet flight from Egypt to Russia in October 
received some coverage but a fraction of that given to 
the 132 victims of the Paris attack.  Also in October 
102 people were killed in a suicide bomber attack in 
Turkey.  In July 145 were killed in Nigeria and possibly 
as many as 180 in Iraq in a single attack.  In June 146 
killed in Syria, in April 147 in Kenya (which did hit the 
news), and in March 137 in Yemen.  In the most 
devastating terrorist attack in 2015 it is estimated that 
over 2,000 were killed in Nigeria. Please, please, do 
not just restrict your prayers to victims who are 
Western Europeans” 
 
Thought For The Month 
Always pray to have eyes that see the best in people, a 
heart that forgives the worst, a mind that forgets the 
bad and a soul that never loses faith in God. 

         Anon 
 
 
 
 
 
 


